LEED 2009 NECRC Collaborative Questions Document

Since this is a collaborative document, please refrain from deleting anyone else's comments and questions. If you have something to add to an existing question, please type your additional comments below.
*Suggestions Questions Structure:
1. [Name, Chapter, Date] Question
1. [Errol Plata, Hampton Roads, 12/12/08] For LEED Legacy AP’s who “opt in” to the new system, sign the disciplinary policy agreement & the credential maintenance agreements, would any further testing be required to maintain a “LEED AP +”.  If so what testing would be required?


No additional testing is required for legacy LEED APs who decide to opt in to the LEED AP+ credential. They simply agree to the disciplinary policy and begin the CMP process. Testing would only be required if they wish to earn a new credential. For example, a LEED AP may opt in and become a LEED AP+ Building Design & Construction (BD&C) credential holder, but if they also wanted to be a LEED AP+ Homes credential holder, they would have to take the LEED AP+ Homes exam. For more information, visit www.gbci.org/resources > Frequently Asked Questions.
2. [Errol Plata, Hampton Roads, 12/12/08] For “LEED AP +” coming over from a legacy LEED AP which LEED AP + category would they be part of? 

A legacy LEED AP who opts into a LEED AP+ credential will automatically be opted in like this:

Passed LEED NC exam > opts in to be a LEED AP+ Building Design & Construction (BD&C)
Passed LEED CI exam > opts in to be a LEED AP+ Interior Design & Construction (ID&C)
Passed LEED EB exam > opts in to be a LEED AP+ Operations & Maintenance (O&M)
However, a legacy LEED AP can contact us to switch in to a different commercial credential. For example, someone who passed the LEED NC 2.0 exam before there were different tracks may wish to opt in to become a LEED AP+ O&M now. 

Legacy LEED APs will not be able to opt in to completely new credentials like LEED for Homes and LEED for Neighborhood Development since these will be much different content from the commercial building tracks. For more information, visit www.gbci.org/resources > Frequently Asked Questions.
3. (Diane Bossart, GBA, 12/16/08) As they roll in the testing for the new LEED exam, what are the last dates that participatns can take the LEED 2.2 exam?  It still is not clear to me. 

This has not been announced yet. Registration ends on March 31, 2009. The last date to test will be a few months after that, but GBCI’s Board of Directors will make the decision this week. We will have it on our website at www.gbci.org/resources > Frequently Asked Questions. As soon as we know. 
4.  As a LEED AP v2.0, if I decide to opt into the new program, will I need to take an exam to become LEED AP BD+C? My understanding is that this occurs automatically and that I do not need to take another exam. Please confirm.

 

If you decide to opt in, you will not need to test. If you passed a LEED for New Construction v2.0 exam, you will automatically be opted in to the LEED AP+ BD&C credential. 

Legacy LEED APs who opt in to a LEED AP+ credential will have a prescriptive path for their first CMP cycle of continuing education. This is to ensure that those people opting in to the new credential have learned comparable content to those new candidates who are demonstrating their knowledge on the LEED AP+ exams. While not meant to be rigid, this first CMP cycle will be slightly less broad than CMP options on future cycles. 

Some people may not wish to have limited options for their first cycle of CMP. For this reason and as an alternative, GBCI’s Credentialing Steering Committee (CSC) has also authorized legacy LEED APs to test into a new LEED AP+ credential. If you decide to do this, you would only take Part 2 of the LEED AP+ test. Upon passing, you would be able to participate in the full CMP program without any restrictions. People who choose this option will have to also demonstrate the eligibility requirements to test. 
5. As a LEED AP v2.0, if I want to become accredited in the new LEED AP Homes (because this is primarily what I do as an architect) will I have to take an exam? My understanding is that there are two exams for each category and that I would only have to take the second part which is specific to residential design and construction. Please confirm.

 

That is correct. Legacy LEED APs will not be able to opt in to the LEED for Homes credential. This is because the LEED AP+ Homes exam content is markedly different from the commercial LEED Rating Systems, so GBCI must still require candidates to demonstrate their perspicacity with the new content in a standardized assessment. 

Legacy LEED APs who opt in to a LEED AP+ credential and then wish to become a LEED AP+ Homes credential holder may do so by passing only Part 2 of the LEED AP+ Homes exam. People who choose to do this will also have to demonstrate eligibility requirements to test. 

If you are a legacy LEED AP who passed the LEED for new Construction v2.0 exam, you can automatically opt into the LEED AP+ Building Design & Construction credential, or you can contact GBCI to opt in to one of the other commercial credentials: LEED AP+ Operations & Maintenance or LEED AP+ Interior Design & Construction. 

6. As a LEED AP v2.0, if I want to become accredited in the new LEED AP Homes (because this is primarily what I do as an architect) am I required to prove that I have worked on LEED for Homes projects? If so, what documentation is required?

 
No. To be eligible to test in a LEED AP+ track, candidates simply have to demonstrate that they worked on a LEED Registered Project within three years of their application submittal, but that project does not need to be the same rating system the candidate is testing under. This work experience is typically documented in a letter of attestation from an employer or client. There are currently no restrictions on what LEED Rating System the candidate worked with, nor does it matter if the building achieved LEED Certification. 
7. As a LEED AP v2.0, if I want to become accredited in the new LEED AP Homes (because this is primarily what I do as an architect), do I have to have a project that has been completed and awarded LEED accreditation (vs. in the process somewhere) in order to become LEED AP Homes as a requirement? If so, how will USGBC handle the apparent backlog of projects waiting to be reviewed?

The candidate’s experience simply needs to be on a registered LEED Project within three years of the application submittal. There is no requirement that the project be certified. This is because some projects do not get certified, though it is not the candidate’s fault. Also some projects, especially with LEED ND, may take many years to achieve certification. The LEED AP+ eligibility requirement of project experience is simply to demonstrate that the candidate is familiar with the implementation of LEED and has real world experience using LEED. 
8.  (Don Guthrie, James River GBC, 1/08/09)  Is is possible to have LEED AP + designation in more than one category (e.g. BD&C and CS)?  If so, will I have to test for either or both.  Does it matter that I have been the LEED AP for both types of projects in the past?

It is certainly possible for a professional to carry multiple LEED AP+ credentials—in fact that is one of the reasons the LEED AP+ credential was created. Some professionals want to show people that they have expertise with multiple rating systems. 

Legacy LEED APs will be able to opt in to one LEED AP+ credential for each LEED AP track they passed. If a candidate passed a LEED NC 2.1 track and a LEED CI 2.0 track, they could become a LEED AP+ for both BD&C and ID&C. 

If they only passed one LEED AP track, they will have to choose which commercial LEED AP+ credential they wish to opt in to. If they want to earn more LEED AP+ credentials, they would have to demonstrate eligibility to test and then pass Part 2 of the corresponding exam (they would be exempt from testing in Part 1). 
