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2008 PROGRAMS

www.usgbcncr.org

Program: 

Affordable Green Housing

Program Notes 

And 

Websites to Post:

Hosts:

Discovery Communications

http://corporate.discovery.com/
specifically,

Larry Laque

Executive Vice President

Facilities & Real Estate Management

LEED for Existing Buildings Platinum project, 2007, the 9th LEED-EB project in the nation.

and

Sarah Mills

Vice President

Corporate Affairs & Communications

Moderator

Patty Rose

GreenHome

Executive Director

www.greenhome.org
· “Affordability has to be a fundamental component of sustainability.  The common problems it addresses are utility bills, which are the 2nd major cause of mortgage defaults.  It has a multiplicity that it needs to deliver on.”

· “We are relying on fundamental building science principles to improve the quality of performance.  We are looking at broader community improvements; green space, storm water as a community resource rather than a community burden.”

· “The District of Columbia and Montgomery County both have green building legislation that address the affordable housing community. There are few green housing projects in the District but those numbers will increase shortly.”

Dominic Moulden

One DC

Executive Director

www.onedconline.org
· Believe that working people should be able to live in DC

Maribeth DeLorenzo

Department of Housing and Community Development

Strategic and Communications Specialist

www.dhcd.dc.gov
· “DHCD is a big engine helping to produce affordable housing”

· The grants recognize the Enterprise Community Partners rating system, Green Communities, www.enterprisecommunity.org, www.greencommunitiesonline.org
· Projects need to be 10,000 SF or greater, 15% public financing, and have to meet the Green Communities criteria

· Need an integrated design charette before you apply 

· First round has been completed, 11 projects in the program, which means 700 units 

Kara Strong

Sustainable Design Consulting

Senior Project Manager

www.sustaindesign.net
· Sustainable Materials 

· Helping the Design Community Go Green

· Leads design charettes

Jay Wilson

Wiencek + Associates 

Architects + Planners

Member of Emerging Green Builders, AIA, LEED AP

www.wiencek-associates.com
· Architect’s Experience with Green Affordable Housing

· The goals:

· Energy Efficiency

· Low utility bills

· To reduce long-term maintenance costs

Mark James

Community Preservation and Development Corporation

Real Estate Development Officer, CPDC

www.cpdc.org
· Developer’s Experience with Green Affordable Housing

· Questions he started asking himself on behalf of low income residents

· Why change it if has been working for you?  

·  What is the value of human health?

· What is it worth to us to keep a 4-year old child who doesn’t have health insurance to prevent them from having asthma attacks because of poor indoor air quality?

· Green Affordable Housing Example: Wheeler Terrace

· Average income of residents is $8,000

· Difficult to discuss green when the people are dealing with survival

· Does green need to include saving and preserving human life?

· “If we can find ourselves doing green affordable housing in the most blighted communities, then we can do it anywhere.  If we can do it in Southeast, we can do it in Northwest, and it should be done.”

· “I’m going to hold up the banner of going green and I’m going to surround myself with people that will encourage me.”

Question and Answer Session

1) Energy Star compared to LEED compared to Green Communities

What does it take to get Energy Star?  

· From Kara Strong: Energy Star is actually embedded in a lot of the other programs (LEED and Green Communities.) Energy Star is limited and it stops at the rating of a piece of equipment.  It deals with energy efficiency.  The LEED for Homes and the Green Communities rating systems take it much further to include water usage and indoor air quality.  They also look at the inter dependencies.

2) The Bottom Line – How do you deal with a client that is only concerned with the bottom line?

· From Jay Wilson: Look at Life Cycle Cost

· From Patty Rose: Look at the role that public policy can play.  There is much more resistance when it is an incentive based system.  Developers say they will wait until public policy requires it.   One developer will say to another, “Could you imagine being the last developer to build green?”

· From Mark James: Know how to speak to the audience that you are talking to.  Develop the vocabulary with which you can speak to the bankers and a different vocabulary with which you can speak to the tenant. 

· From Maribeth DeLorenzo: Remember the learning curve of green.  It is a paradigm shift.  For us and our underwriters at DHCD, we have to do training for all of our staff.  We had a facilitated review of every credit of the Green Communities criteria.  As much as the development community is shifting; the staff in the public sector is being brought through the same continuum. 

3) Single Family Housing?  How do we go green?

· From Maribeth DeLorenzo: Energy retrofits for single family, look at the DC Department of the Environment, www.ddoe.dc.gov, for the Home Energy Rating System performed by Elysian Energy, www.elysianenergy.com
· From LEED for Homes Advocate, David Kaiser: You can do something called Sampling.  If 7 or more houses that are similar in shape, size, and orientation, then they can go in together in the “Sampling program” to be retrofit together.  

· Look at Energy Star Resnet guidelines, www.resnet.us
Web Links

